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(5.6.0.0) of the product or patch.'It's the best thing,' says NBC exec Holding her grandchild may not

be the only thing that gives Peggy Charren a "good feeling" about NBC's upcoming season. The
network entertainment chief has been overseeing the star-making of veteran actor and comedian

Regis Philbin, and is familiar with the strategy of placing first-time Oscar winners front and center. In
NBC's plan, Philbin, who won for his acting in "Moonstruck," will replace Tim Russert in the network's
Sunday morning "Today" show. As it's been for almost a decade now, the existing male hosts of the
show will see Philbin's move as a demotion. "At least four executives at the company say what [NBC

entertainment president] Jeff Zucker and I said: It's the best thing to happen to 'Today,' " Charren
said in an interview. "To Tim Russert having three or four years with the show without the voice of an

Energizer bunny is a burden. To give the show an A-plus and get what a network executive would
call a tried and true first-time award winner [instead] is worth the risk." Philbin was a week away

from his 50th birthday when NBC got him in the spring of 1999. He had been well known as a guest
host and as a comic on Johnny Carson's night-time show on ABC. The network signed him to $1.1

million a year to replace Russert in the 9:30 a.m. time slot, and Philbin was seen for the next decade
as the public face of "Today" among youngsters and older viewers, all while raising his son. Between
1979 and 2000, Philbin also had a highly rated daytime talk show, "Weekend Update," on NBC. The
anchors of NBC's new morning show will include Rosie O'Donnell, Matt Lauer, Meredith Vieira and
Katie Couric. Philbin will be in a time slot before the game show "Jeopardy!" begins. Since Philbin's
days as a guest host, several other broadcasters have given up in-depth documentaries in order to

be regulars on a news show. Bob Costas, for example, when he hosted "Rock
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